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Dump Reid Political Action Committee
767 Beanedict Drive
Las Vegas, NW 89110; and
Charles Muth
Treasurer, Dump Reid Political Action Committee
767 Benedict Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89110,

Respondents.
COMPLAINT

Complainant files this complaint under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(1) against Dump Reid
Political Action Committee and Charles Muth, its treasurer, in his official capacity (collectively
"Respondents”) for violating the Federal Election Campaign Act, ("FECA"), as described below.

Respondents formed an unauthorized political action committee on August 17, 2009
entitled "Dump Reid Political Action Committee"; its name and distributed materials suggest that
it was formed to oppose Senator Harry Reid, the senior senator from Nevada and Senate
Majority Leader. Respondents have made public communications, attached hereto as
Attachment A, that do not include a proper disclaimer as required by 2 U.S.C. § 441d and 11
C.FR. § 110.11. Respondents have similarly neglected to intlude a proper disclaimer on their
websites, www.dumpharry.com and www.dumpreid.com. Finally, Respondents include Senator
Reid's name in their committee name in violation of 2 U.S.C, § 432(e)(4).
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A. LEGAL ARGUMENT
1. Background
When a federal political action committee distributes more than S00 pieces of mail that
are identical or substantially similar, or any other form of general public political advertising, the
materials must include a proper disclaimer. See 2 U.S.C. § 441d(a)(3); 11 C.F.R. §§ 100.26,
100.27, 110.11(a)1). If the communication is not authorized by a candidate, the disclosure must
"clearly state the full name and permanent street address, telephone number or World Wide Web
address of the person who peid for the communication and state that the communication is not
authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.” 11 C.F.R. § 110.11(b)(3); see 2 U.S.C.
§ 441d(a)(3). On printed materials, this disclaimer also "must be contained in a printed box set
apart from the other contents of the communication.” 11 C.F.R. § 110.11(c)(2)ii). Accordingly, '
any public communication distributed by Respondents that is not authorized by a candidate must
include three statements:
* A "paid for by" statement including the full name of the payor, such as "Paid for by
Dump Reid Political Action Committee";
o A statement that the communication is not authorized by any candidate or candidate's
committee; and
o The political committec's website address, street address or phone number.
These same three disclaimer requirements apply to "all Internet webasites of political committees
available to the general public,” except that the statement need not be contained in a printed box.
. § 110.11(a)1).
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Additionally, unauthorized committees are prohibited from including the name of any
candidate in their committee names. See 2 U.S.C. § 432(c)(4); 11 C.F.R. § 102.14(a); FEC Adv.
Op. 1995-9 (April 21, 1995).

2.  Disclaimer Viciation for Printed Material

Respondents failed to include the necessary disclaimer on at least one public
communication, attached hereto as Attachment A. While Respondents did include the
statement, "Paid for by Dump Reid PAC® in a printed box on one page of these materials, this
disclaimer does not satisfy the requirements of 2 U.S.C. § 441d or 11 C.F.R. § 110.11, for threc
reasons. First, the statement does not use "the full name" of the political committee — "Dump
Reid Political Action Committec” — but instead an abbreviated version, in violation of 11 C.F.R.
§ 110.11(b)(3). Second, while the committec's web address appears in other places in this
mailing, it is not contained in the printed box with the disclaimer as required by law; nor does the
committee's street address or telephone number appear in the disclaimer box. Finally, it does not
state whether the communication is authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

3.  Disclaimer Violation for Internet Websites

Respondents also failed to include the proper disclaimer on their websites. One of
Respondents websites, www.dumpreid.com. failed to include a proper disclaimer through August
27,2009. As of that date, the only disclaimer on the website stated "Paid for by Dump Reid
PAC." (As of the date of this complaint it has been altered and now appears to comply with
federal law.) As discussed above, this disclaimer was insufficient.

This website also links to another page, www.dumpharry.com, via a button entitled
"Blog" where Respondents report on their activities. An image of www.dumpharry com as it
appeared on August 28, 2009 is attached hereto as Attachment B. This website also appears to
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be paid for and operated by Respondents; yet this site continues to include no disclaimer
whatsoever, in flagrant violation of federal law.

4. Committee Name Violation

Respondents have included the name of a candidate in their committee name in violation
of 2 US.C. § 432(c)4). The name of Respondents' committee is the "Dump Reid Political
Action Committee.” As plainly indicated by the content of Respondents’ website and political
advertising, "Reid" is the name of Senator Harry Reid, who is currently a candidate for federal
office. Senator Reid filed his Statement of Candidacy declaring that he was running for re-
election to the Senate from Nevada on July 5, 2005. Respondents' use of Senator Reid's name
violates 2 U.S.C. § 432(c)4) cven though they do not use his full name because the Senator is
clearly identified by the use of "Reid" itself. See FEC Adv. Op. 1995-9, citing Buckley v. Valeo,
424 USS. 1, 43 fn. 51 (1976).
B. REQUESTED ACTION

As we have shown, Respondents have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act. By
failing to include the necessary disclaimers on their public communications, Respondents have
hindered the ability of voters to determine the true sponsor of these attacks on Senator Reid and
whether they are coordinated with other candidates. Respondents’ unauthorized use of Senator
Reid's name also crestes confusion. We respectfully request that the Commission investigate
these violations, and that Respondents be enjoined from further violations and be fined the

maximum amount permitted by law.
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Sam Licberman

Chairman, Nevada State Democratic Party
1210 S. Valley View Road, Suite 114

Las Vegas, NV 89102

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this a‘_ﬂy of £ 1 a". 2009.

WM
Public

My Commission Expires:
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Attachment A
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In 2004,
conservatives
from across the
country banded

leader of the
Senate, packing




HELP DUMP REID. SEND IN YOUR DONATION TODAY.
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Attachment B
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How Bout Some Cash o Dump the Reid Chmlwe?

8 Mug21, 2000 in |3} Uinestegerimd 3 Loms & Commere

Accerding % Prasident Obama, when yeu have a gesbag which (s falling apart, lsaking
gk o sver the place, and spewing texic waste inte e snvirenment wirls pulling hard
2 the oft, you sheuld turn R i to be crushed and destrayed, never 1 travel the sreets

of Anurice again.

Witich fs protty svach haw sany of us feel abeut Sanate Majority Leader Harvy Reld.
fRand the rast of this setrv...)

0 Mg21, 2000 tn by Unoetagarined -~/ Lewve a Commont

Anyene whe does°t think Hany Reld and e Demesrats are scered 18 death that Nevads
QOP Chairman Sus Lowden might ren ageinst the Mejerfty Lesder nsed esly read e
following frem Rane Gasette-Journal reparter/blagger Anjeanatie Damen:

N Swe, run,

B Asg. 44, 2000 In Bp Unastagerined Co Laswe s Comment

OK, wih Hallor eut and Lowden all but officially in, Iat's tahe an updated leek at the edds,

shallwe?
[Maad the rest of this soire...]

The Flald & Almost Sat
05 g W4, 2000 In [ Unsstegeriond L7 Lowws 3 Commant

With Rap. Doan Heler*s et fram the fiskd of petentisl candidates angling o take on
San. Harry Roid next yoar, the GOP is aaking ot & free-far-sll. Just 2 couple of peints

about Haller.
[Read the rest of this eowrv...]
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We Geth
B Aug08, 2000 In Lo Uncitegerind  ; Loove o Comment

[Beud the restof this entry...]

Movin' on Up to the Big Leagns

2 dug.03, 2000 in Bl Uncstegerisd 5 Losve » Commont

Our tittle Dump Rold blog is “gradusting™ inte  full-biown federsl pelitical action
committos PAC). The paperanrk is in the warks, cantracts are being signed and
DumpReld.com s being retosing for » national campaign. Here's e inside dope and
press relsase which wil g» eut temerrow meming...

[Read the restof this satry,..|

Novada Derby Update

0 Aug 01,2000 In B Uinsstagerimd 9 Lomvw 2 Commant

Wih e dog days of summer Upon us, time 19 taks a lpek at the Anydody Sutt Ardd vs.
Harvy Rekd horse roce 304 500 whit the Tiold lsshs ika. Ramamber, these odis are based
on e tielheed of these individests both getting taie the rece AND nshbing e S0P
nemination Rext June.

[Rand the rest of this snwy...1

The Undorisks
0 Mg 8%, 2009 in [ Unsstegevined L9 Loswe ¢ Comment

The following letier by a folls nemed Mark Kostner was published in a blog pest (*Desr
Harty Reld: Whare's owr dasn perk?™) by CIyLife columnist Androw Kirsly en Thursdey
wivich calls ints quastion the #1 raason many of Nevada's mevers-and-shalars camtine
foed ws 25 e ressen for re-alscting Sen. Harry Reld (D) next yoar:

[Raad the rest of this sotry, ..
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Harvy Relds Voges Blowout Party

* Mey.28, 208 in Ly « Loove o Conment

As | watched Preshdent Barack ond Sonate Mejority Loader Harry Reid speaking at
that $2 miltion fundralsing event at Cassars Palace in Las Vogas on Tussday night, |
noticed something missing.

[Raad the rest of this antre...1

Navada Davby Update
P Apr.20, 209 in Ey Uncategerined -, Losve » Comment

Najer dovelopments in the rece te replace Harry Reld In the Unitnd States Senate over
the past wesk. Updated odds on varieus condidates basad on beth getting Inte e race
and nohbing the GOP nemination:




